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We hope you have all had time to enjoy the gorgeous weather we have experienced over the past 2 weeks and 

all is well with you in your bubbles.  I suspect like many the 1 o’clock updates from our Government are the time 

to see if our curve is flattening! At this stage the signs are positive – by staying in our bubbles we can save lives.  

A reminder that our school grounds are closed – this includes the playgrounds, fields, basketball and netball 

courts. Our staff are also not permitted to enter the school - the grounds and classrooms. 

As the holidays draw to a close, staff are well prepared to send our learning at home programmes – you will 

receive an email from team leaders later today with teachers sending the daily programme out each morning. All 

of our staff have been working hard over the holiday time to plan a variety of learning activities for our students – 

Holly Marston has shared arts activities and Matua Araz a rakau game and song.   

Please be assured we are absolutely not advocating for parents to become teachers at home; this is a stressful 

and anxious time for our tamariki and whānau and we are not wishing to add to that. Remote learning is not 

about trying to recreate school at home. To quote the President of the New Zealand Principals Association – “the 

number one goal of schooling currently is to nurture wellbeing”. These programmes are simply ideas for activities 

that could support a more peaceful home-life – students will be able to complete many of the tasks without a 

device – many are choosing to complete work in a book. 

You will have seen what the Ministry is doing to support those whanau and students who do not have access to 

devices and have poor connectivity.  In a special bulletin for schools, the Government has made it a priority to 

provide both devices and packages of support and resources (in hard copy) so that learning can happen from 

home.  The 2 groups they are targeting are those students sitting NCEA, Year 11-13 and then those students 

from low decile schools. 

Unfortunately, our school does not fall into either category.  As a school, we have collected data on whanau that 

do not have access to devices, or have poor connectivity and have passed this onto the Government who have 

requested this information. 

You may note also that there will be 2 dedicated TV channels delivering education programmes. There will be 

content for parents and whanau with preschool children and tamariki, lessons for those aged 5 to 15 years of age 

will cover a broad curriculum that includes movement, music, physical education, well-being, numeracy, literacy 

and science through an integrated approach. 

Our school will continue to operate remotely – our office staff and teachers continue to be available via email.  

With the current uncertainty about when we shift from level 4 to level 3 and what this looks like for schools, rest 

assured that as soon as we know we will communicate this to you. We continue to receive frequent updates from 

the Ministry which also details agencies which can assist families in this challenging time.   

The path that our country has chosen to follow to combat covid-19 looks to be making a difference when we 

compare what is happening in other countries.  We still have challenging times ahead but by continuing to work 

together and stay home we are making a difference and saving lives - stay safe, look after one another and 

reach out if you need help. 
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