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Tena koutou  19 February 2020 Week 3 FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK 

Term 1 2020 
19 Feb—Meet the Teachers 3.15—6pm 
19 Feb—BOT Meeting 7.20pm staffroom 
21 Feb—Teacher only day  
 - school closed 
24 Feb— Coastal Beach Hikoi Rms 1, 3, 4, & 5 
27 Feb— Public Health Nurse information 
 presentation to year 8 students 
5 Mar—Awards Assembly  
 full school 2pm 
11 Mar—Yr 5/6 Bike skills 
16 Mar— Coastal Beach Hikoi Rms 6, 7, 8, 21, & 22 
16 Mar—Yr 5/6 Bike skills 
18 Mar—WSB Walk to school day 
18 Mar—Yr 5/6 Swimming Carnival 
23 Mar—Coastal Beach Hikoi Rms 2,12,13, 18 & 19 
 7 Apr—Yr 5/6 Catchit Programme 
 9 Apr—Term 1 ends  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Term Dates for 2020 
Term 1 

Tuesday 4th February—Tuesday 9th April 
Teacher Only Day 21st February 

Term 2 
Tuesday 28th April—Friday 3rd July 

DaTeacher Only Day 29th May  
Term 3 

Monday 20th  July—Friday 25th  September 
Mid-term break 24th August 

Term 4 
Monday 12th  October—Thursday 17th  

December  
Teacher Only Day 27th October 

12.30pm finish,  
the school bus will run at this time. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

We certainly sent our aroha to Australia last Friday raising over $500.00 for the bush fire relief funds 
– it is great to see the rain over there is dampening down the fires –-some rain over our way would 
be most welcome! 
With the hot sticky weather our students are enjoying their class swimming lessons.  A reminder that 
it is important that all children bring their swimming gear – swimming is part of our Physical 
Education programme. 
We have started our year focusing on 3 school values –respect, responsibility and resilience.  It is 
vital our students develop into independent self-monitoring learners who give things a go even when 
the going gets tough.  

We love hearing about ex pupils when they leave us – we are incredibly 
proud to share the achievements of 2 of our ex-students – Jack 
Henderson who is the head boy of Waitakere College this year and Taufilo 
Taufilo who graduated from Waitakere College last year and is now at 
Aviation School in Palmerston North. Taufilo always had a goal to be a 
pilot and it seems he is certainly on track to achieving this. 

Congratulations to the Hansen whanau!  Karamea, a past pupil and Mahei Hansen have been 
selected to play for the Cook Islands in the Junior Tag Football Oceania Cup.  Karamea has made 
the Under 16 team, and Mahei the Under 12 team.  To add to this, the family has just found out 
Mahei has been selected for one of the Waitakere West Auckland Under 13 Basketball teams.       
Ka mau te wehi! 
Bethells Beach Coastal Hikoi - Over the next month, we have organised with the support and 
funding from our Runanga, 3 coastal walks led by our kaumatua Rewi Spraggon.  He is an 
accomplished storyteller, and we are very privileged to be able to call on his expert knowledge of the 
local area.  Each group will walk the hills above Bethells Beach and hear the stories of our local iwi 
Te Kawerau a Maki.  Come along as a helper and be part of this exciting and informative trip. 
Meet the Teacher Evening  
A reminder that we have our meet the teacher evening this afternoon from 3.15 till 6.00pm. This is an 
opportunity for you to meet your child’s teacher and share what’s special about your child. Many of 
you have already completed the form “Help us to get to know your child” – thanks for this. 
Change to Lunch Eating Times  
This term we are trialling a change in lunch eating times – our students go to play at 12.40pm now 
and we ring the bell again at 1.15pm for them to return to class and eat lunch.  A number of schools 
have made this change for the following reasons: 
• Students often do not eat their lunches as they are so focused on getting out to play  
• Most misbehaviour happens at the end of lunchbreaks – by having a supervised eating time 

at the conclusion of play any issues can be sorted and students get back into work mode 
quicker 

• Reduce the amount of rubbish. 
Our teachers are already noticing an improvement in behaviour after lunch and that students’ lunch 
boxes are going home empty – in the past food was not eaten as students wanted to get out to play. 
Duty of Care 
Whilst at school your child is in our duty of care.  This means we are responsible for keeping them 
safe.  We supervise them at playtimes and students are not permitted in classrooms without a 
teacher present.  
Our duty of care will start at 8.15am (students will not be allowed in classrooms until the teacher is in 
the room) and end at 3.30pm – we have bus children who we supervise till 3.30pm and often after 
that our staff are involved in meetings.  You are welcome to use our grounds outside these hours - 
our junior and senior playground are popular places, but you must provide supervision.  
We have before and after school care available at our school.  Please ask at the office for more 
information about these services.  
Visitors to School 
When you visit our school during school hours you will be required to sign in 
at our office. You will be given a visitor’s badge that must be worn for the 
duration of your visit –this is a requirement between the hours of 9.15 and 
2.45pm. The badge is to be returned to the office as you sign out.  If you are 
picking your child up during school time please come to the office and we 
will call them over, while you sign them out. 
Board of Trustees 
Our Board meets tonight at 7.20pm in our staff room.  
  

Welcome to our new 

students 

 
Evie Haag 
Thea Peterson 
Tunoa Kaisala 
London Culham 
Lochlan Barrowman 



 

RE: NEW ENTRANT MORNING 
Waitakere Primary will hold a New Entrant Information meeting each term 
for parents who have children starting school the following term. The dates 
for 2020 are as follows- 
Tuesday 17 March, 9.30 am  Tuesday 19 May, 9.30 am 
Tuesday 18 August, 9.30 am  Tuesday 17 November, 9.30 am 
This is a great opportunity to meet other new parents, some of the staff, 
including our Principal Heather Atkinson and learn about Waitakere 
Primary School.  
We will start our morning with a guided tour of the school led by our Year 8 
student leaders. We will return to the staffroom where you will be given a 
brief overview of school life and some ways that will help you prepare your 
child for school will be shared. Enrolment packs will be handed out to all 
those who have not received one yet.   
Please let the office know if you will be attending.  
While parents are attending the information morning, the children who will 
be starting are invited to spend time between 9.30-11:00am in a N.E. room. 
Your child will need to bring a bottle of water and a snack (cut up fruit or 
veggies in a small container) to have at Brain Food time. 
If you require any further information about the New Entrant morning 
please contact Wendy or Jo in the office on 810 9607.   

Ideas to help with reading, writing and maths 

https://parents.education.govt.nz/primary-school/learning-and-

development-at-home/ideas-to-help-with-reading-writing-and-maths/ 

Some Important reminders: 
• Please do not park on the yellow lines in the school driveway 

or on the road around the school. 
• No parking in the bus bay before and after school please      

—we need the area clear for the bus. 
• As per the newsletter there is a teacher only day this Friday.   
• We are getting a lot of children coming to the office before 

school even starts who are complaining they are unwell, if 
your child is unwell please do not send them to school.  Also  
if your child has vomiting and diarrhoea they need a full day 
clear of any sickness before they can come back to school. 

 

 
 
 
 
Playball is an introduction to eight different sports, Football, Basketball, 
Netball, Cricket, Baseball, Tennis, Hockey and Rugby. 
For all Year 1, 2 and 3 students: 
Our aim is not to create superstars, but rather to provide children with the 
opportunity to develop a host of necessary social, educational and 
personal skills by giving children competence in sport. 
Playball is taking enrolments for term one and commenced in the school 
hall on Tuesday’s after school from 3:15pm-4:00pm and will run for 8 
weeks every Term.   
Spaces are almost full, so get in contact for a free trial asap, 
To enrol your child/children please sign up online -  
http://www.playball.co.nz/find-a-class/waitakereprimary  
Any queries please call James on 027-481-7000 or 
email james@playball.co.nz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spanish language class at Waitakere school 

Learn Spanish in our fun after school language class. 
Students learn the target language through songs, games and play, 
classes are open to all students. 
Language tutors are native speakers and class has small numbers 
which makes this a great learning environment. 
Spanish is on Wednesday after school from 3.15 to 4.15pm.  
Book now for Term 1   
For bookings and information www.abclanguage.co.nz   
Phone 027 490 4321 

Get your new Entertainment Membership today to support Waitakere 

Primary School and receive these early bird bonus offers. 

 

Up to 4 months EXTRA MEMBERSHIP + $20 BONUS Countdown 

Gift Card when you purchase our NEW Multi City or Multi Plus 

Membership. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hurry offers end 29th February! 

 

Entertainment Memberships can start anytime and are packed with 

thousands of substantial savings on dining, travel and fun family 

activities. The digital membership is easy to download to start using 

instantly. New offers are added weekly for ongoing value all year 

round. 
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