
Waitakere Primary School 810 9607 

Facsimile 810 9657 

Mobile  027 610 9607 

Email: office@waitakereprimary.school.nz 

Web: www.waitakereprimary.school.nz 

CONTACTING THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Chairperson Wade Hansen 027 286 3237 

Chris Siebert 021 627 530 

John Buchanan          027 474 7079 

CONTACTING PTA  

Chairperson John Buchanan 027 474 7079 

Cathie Siebert  021 993 382 

Lesley Webb 021 707 401 

CONTACTING TE RUNANGA 

Rewi Spraggon 

Ger Tew  

CONTACTING the SUSTAINABILITY GROUP 

email office@waitakereprimary.school.nz 

WESTGATE CHILDRENS COMMUNITY  

DENTAL CLINIC 832 2116 

KIDS CLUB 027 604 0907 

Tena koutou 7 August 2019 Week 3 FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK 

Term Dates for 2019  

Term 3—22 July to 27 September 
23 August—Mid Term Break 

Term 4—14 October—18 December 
12.30pm finish,  

the school bus will run at this time. 
 

2020 Start date Term 1 

Monday 3 February 

 8 Aug—Ned Show 9.15am 
13 Aug—BOT Meeting 7.20pm 
14 Aug—Waitakere College Shine 
Testing 9am -11am at WPS 
22 Aug—Awards Assembly 2pm
 full school 
23 Aug—Mid Term Break 
12 Sept—School Photos 
19 Sept—Awards Assembly 2pm 
 full school 
23 Sept—School Production Week 
27 Sept—Term 3 ends  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

We have had some great feedback from visitors about the lovely manners from students 
opening doors for them as they come into the school, even from students as young as 6.  It 
says a lot about our school and families, well done everyone keep up the good work.   

 

Last week we had the pleasure of hosting 19 Korean teachers in our 
school, they were an amazing group who immersed themselves in 
school life and made connections with both teachers and students.  On 
Friday we farewelled them in a special assembly where they sang and 
performed a traditional fan dance.  They spoke highly of our school and 
homestay families. 

 

Thank you to all involved in preparing our wonderful Hangi, 
especially to Rewi Spraggon the Hangi Master, and our 
Rununga.  The Kai was delicious, we’ve had many compliments. 

 

The winter weather is really starting to bite, we are noticing a number of students coming to 
school who are quite unwell.  School is not the place for sick students who pass their illness on, 
not only to other students but also to our staff.  With the extreme teacher shortage we cannot 
find relievers, please keep your children home if they are sick. With the long winter months 
impacting on both student and staff health this year we have built in a mid-term break on 
Friday 23 August. 

 

Our board meets monthly with our next meeting scheduled for Tuesday 13th August at 7.20pm 

 

Congratulations to Sienna Going a year 8 student who has been chosen to attend a pre-
professional ballet training programme in Australia from the 2 Sep to the 11 Sep. It is a 
wonderful opportunity for Sienna to train with some of a Australia's top young ballet dancers 
and with world class instructors.  We wish her well. 

 

The Year 3-4 team went to MOTAT this week where 
we learned about revolutionary robots. We enjoyed 
programming a dash bot to draw shapes. We got to 
explore early robot hands and to build joints and make 
hydraulic robots. We liked the robot that could dance 
too!  

 

On Tuesday, 6th August, 40 year 7 & 8 students represented Waitakere Primary at the North-
West Netball zone day. All four teams played to the best of their ability and did extremely well. 
Year 7 Girls came 3rd in their pool, Year 7 Boys came 2nd overall, Year 8 Girls came 5th 
overall, and Year 8 Boys came 3rd in their pool. All of their training and practices showed in 
their games, displayed great listening, sportsmanship, and comradery.  

Welcome to our  
new  students 

 

Atu I Te Timatanga Maxwell 

Mahia Maxwell 

Jaycob Nelson 

Beauden Watson 

George Watson 

Out of Zone Enrolment Dates: 

18 October - Closing 4pm Thursday          

25 October - Ballot 

1 November - Notification 

Ned Show Thursday 8 August 9.15am 

Our school receives this assembly at no-cost because 

another school community has paid-it forward to us.  

Now it’s our turn—you can help by purchasing a NED-

messaged yo-yo and accessories. A yo-yo is both a mindset tool 

and tangible reminder of NED’s message.  



 

Centennial 
This is a heads up that our school’s 100 year celebration is in 2021. 
If you would like to be part of the organising committee please leave 
your name and contact details at the office. 

Change of Clothes 

With the winter months ahead—mud, rain and wind—it 

is timely to remind students to bring a change of 

clothes. If your child does not have a change of clothes 

we will have to phone you to bring some down. 

Waitakere Primary is excited to be 
participating in the School Fun Run, 

as part of our 2019 cross country. 

The School Fun-Run promotes a 
healthy and active lifestyle while 
helping us raise funds Students who 
raise just $10 will receive a reward for 

their effort.  

The more they raise, the better their reward – don’t forget to check these 

out in the sponsorship form!  

Fundraising is not mandatory and students are able to run for the fun of it.  

Spanish language class  at Waitakere Primary . 

Learn Spanish in our fun after school language class. 
Students learn the target language through songs, games and play, class 
open to all students. 
Language tutor is native Spanish speaker and makes the class interesting 
and fun.     
Spanish on Wednesday from 3.15 pm to 4 pm 
Book and pay online for term 3 - 2019            
www.abclanguage.co.nz 

How To Make Sure Your Math Anxiety Doesn't 
Make Your Kids Hate Math 

 
A spike in blood pressure. A racing heart rate. Sweaty palms. 
For many adults, this is what they feel when faced with difficult math. 
But for kids, math anxiety isn't just a feeling, it can affect their ability to do 
well in school. This fear tends to creep up on students when performance 
matters the most, like during exams or while speaking in class. 
One reason for a kid's math anxiety? How their parents feel about the 
subject. 
"A parent might say, 'oh I'm not a math person, it's okay if you're not good 
at math either,' " Sian Beilock, cognitive scientist and President of 
Barnard College, says. "It can send a signal to kids about whether they 
can succeed." 
But new research from Beilock and her team shows that parents don't 
have to overcome their fear of math to help their child succeed, as long 
they changed their attitudes about the subject. 
If you would like to read more about this topic, follow this link:  
 
https://www.kqed.org/mindshift/52749/how-to-make-sure-your-math-
anxiety-doesnt-make-your-kids-hate-math 

http://www.abclanguage.co.nz
http://psycnet.apa.org/record/2018-48187-001
https://www.kqed.org/mindshift/52749/how-to-make-sure-your-math-anxiety-doesnt-make-your-kids-hate-math
https://www.kqed.org/mindshift/52749/how-to-make-sure-your-math-anxiety-doesnt-make-your-kids-hate-math

