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Tena koutou 9 December 2020 Week 9 FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK 

 
 9 Dec - Year 5-8 Home 
 Learning Celebration 
 9 Dec - Basketball 
 Celebration 
11 Dec - Reports go home 
14 Dec - Year 8 Formal & 
 Graduation 
16 Dec - School finishes at 
 12.30pm  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2020 Term 4 
Mon 12th  Oct — Wed 16th Dec 

12.30pm finish,  
the school bus will run at this time. 

2021 Term 1 
Wednesday 3rd February 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Welcome to our new student 

 

 

Charlie McElhannan 
Zion Rameka-Rakete 

Kumeu Christmas at the 
Showgrounds 

What a fabulous evening!         

Our Junior Kapa Haka group 
and Senior Rock Band 
performed for hundreds of 
people last Friday evening at 
the Christmas in the 
Showgrounds event which 
took the place of the annual 
Kumeu Parade. Both groups 
were well received by the 
audience and  did Waitakere 
Primary proud!  

 

Well done and thank you!  

Reports 
This Friday you will receive your child’s end of year reports - Denise, Alex and I have had the 
privilege of reading all of these. Our teachers spend an enormous amount of time writing these to 
give you a clear picture of your child’s progress over this year which certainly has had its 
challenges. Please take time to read these with your child and celebrate their learning. 

Thank you Ger from the Recreators 

who came and took the Hub and 

Cove classes and taught a lesson on 

making upcycled gnomes and rag 

wreaths. 

The kids had a great day making, 

while learning skills of dough making, 

kneading, sculpting, tying and cutting.  
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Intermediate Writers Award Competition  

This year, for the first time, the school paid for our Year 5-8 students to enter the New Zealand Intermediate Writers Award Competition.  Each week 
they came together to work on researching their chosen topic, learn how to record the references they had used, and pull a persuasive essay in 
preparation for their own writing.  
The topic was Kindness in the Face of Adversity, and our Prime Minister Jacinda Adhern’s speech to the United Nations was also used as motivation.  
It was hard.  Many of the initial participants found they couldn’t meet the brief by the deadline.  We were allowed 27 entries for the number of classes 
we have from Year 5-8, and we ended up with 20 that filled all the requirements.  
The results are back, and we can’t believe how well our students have performed!  Sixty Awards are given out across the whole of New Zealand and 
we have won 8 of them.  It is with great pleasure that we congratulate the following students:  
Josiah Tuiava (Year 5) came 2nd in the Year 5/6 section with his essay on ‘The Mau’ winning $50, a journal, pen, a hat and a certificate.  
Emily Lay received one of 14 highly commended certificates with her essay on ‘Greta Thunberg’.  
And 6 of our students received one of the 40 commended certificates for their entries:  

• Ariel Blumberg (Year 8) – ‘Greta Thunberg – Standing on the Right Side of History’  

• Scarlett Walters (Year 5) – ‘Çhristiaan Gerrit Jan Grotenhuis’  

• Charlotte Gelatly (Year 6) – ‘Marta Viera Da Silva’  

• William Hardcastle  (Year 6) – ‘Black Summer’  

• Brianna Freeson (Year 6) – ‘Rosa Parks’  

• Paige Kopittke (Year 6) – ‘Road to Redemption’  
 
Well done to all the students who entered.  The feedback to our school was that ‘All entries were very well regarded.  The judges wish to congratulate 
your students and to encourage them to remain involved in 2021’Here is Josiah’s winning entry.  

THE MAU 

Samoa is a small island nation in the Pacific, made up of two islands and I am from there. Samoa may seem like a tropical paradise but 
there were times when things weren’t great, just like how I can be, those times held violence, depression, confusion, and anger.  
Foreign contact began in the early 18th century.  In the 19th century missionaries and traders began to arrive.  Christian churches were established.  
There was German, British and American interest in Samoa’s resources, land and its People. 
An agreement in 1899 between these nations split Samoa into American Samoa and German Samoa. 
The British took over German Samoa on 29 August 1914 and it became Western Samoa.  New Zealand was appointed by Britain to take over 
administration or the running of the country. 
The New Zealand administration tried to take away Samoa’s titles, customs and other freedoms.  This led the people of Samoa’s health and 
welfare to suffer. 
In November 1918 a ship called the Talune arrives from New Zealand with people infected with the Spanish Influenza.  It spreads throughout 
Western Samoa.  The NZ administration refuses help from American Samoa.  More than 22% of the entire population die – around 8,500 people. 
Samoans had always been against foreign rulers but over time the people of Samoa felt more angry, disrespected and frustrated.  This eventually 
led to the formation of the Samoa League or the Mau Movement – a more organized group in 1927.  It was a non-violent political movement for 
Independence for Samoa.  Samoans didn’t want to be governed by other nations anymore.  They already had their Matai system long before they 
were colonized, and the foreigners didn’t appreciate their way of governing their villages. 
The Mau protested in different ways like marches, ignoring taxes and keeping their children home from school.  The whole of the Mau only 
protested with non-violent actions.  But the New Zealand administration demanded the Mau to stop and exiled their leaders to New Zealand. 
Black Saturday, 29 December 1929, was an important event in the Mau Movement.  A peaceful march was organized to protest foreign rule and to 
welcome home their leaders who had been exiled.  During the march Tupua Tamasese Lealofi III, one of the main leaders of the Mau Movement, 
was gunned down by the NZ Military police along with 8 other men, 50 were wounded and another 3 died later. 
Tupua Tamasese Lealofi’s last words were - Samoa filemu pea, ma si o’u toto ne’i ta’uvalea, a ia aoga lo’u ola mo lenei mea” - “My blood 
has been spilt for Samoa.  I am proud to give it.  Do not dream of avenging it for it was spilt in peace.  If I die peace must be maintained 
at any price.” Many of the men of the Mau were sent to prison after Black Saturday and some escaped to the bush.  The women took over the role 
of the men.  The Womens Mau movement held peaceful protests all over the country. 
On January 1 1962 Samoa gained independence from New Zealand. 
The Mau Movement speaks to our humanity because it represents our rights as people to able to live our own lives in a way that we want to. It 
shows how a small group of people on a small island can make a big change.  They were up against a country that had much more power and 
authority, but they never gave up and they responded in peace, even though they were faced with marines with powerful weapons.   
Tupua Tamasese showed bravery by leading the Mau – he showed courage in marching peacefully while faced with armed Marines.  He showed 
compassion to his people while he was dying.  He would have seen them suffering as they saw him on his death bed.  His final words show true 
commitment to the Mau and to Samoa. He shows compassion and bravery in the face of adversity. 
I relate to the Mau Movement because I am Samoan, and I am a person who would rather have peace than violence. Even though I am a kid I can 
still make a big change if I believe in something enough.  
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